Galashiels Community Campus
Informal Community Consultation
Ambitions of the
Learning Estate Strategy
Developing and improving the education infrastructure within the Scottish
Borders has been a major focus for Scottish Borders Council in recent years.
We are committed to increasing the educational and learning opportunities
for all generations within the community and improving business links and
skills development through our schools.
The Learning Estate programme was created to prioritise the accessibility
of high-quality educational facilities and has seen new secondary schools
developed in Duns, Earlston, Eyemouth, Kelso and Jedburgh over the past
12 years.
Millions of pounds have been invested to create a learning infrastructure
that is the envy of other local authorities. It is now Galashiels’ turn.
By putting the pupils at the heart of everything we do and investing in their
future we can improve the life chances of young people in the Galashiels
area and offer the highest quality education possible, whilst supporting
the wider community with a range of new and improved facilities.

What is proposed for Galashiels?
The proposed state of the art community campus will meet the educational
and recreational needs of the wider community by replacing an outdated
education facility with a world-class, multi-purpose facility that can help
meet the modern day demands for learning and community spaces.
The creation of this modern, environmentally sustainable facility is designed
to provide increased opportunities for all and meet the modern day needs
of a diverse community.
This will transform the school into a world-class education environment
that encourages learning and supports teachers and pupils, and also
provides greater benefit to the wider community.
This new facility will act as a focal point for the local and wider community, be
able to accommodate education, sporting, leisure, health and community
support services within one campus, with the proposals having taken on
board the feedback of the community following earlier consultation.

Galashiels Community Campus
The facility’s primary role will be to provide high quality learning opportunities
and experiences that will enable our children, young people and residents
to achieve their potential whilst maximising social interactions.
Additionally it will act as a community resource where young people and
the wider community can learn, develop and socialise.
This multi-purpose resource will act as an important addition to Galashiels
and the wider Borders area, improving the variety of facilities on offer locally.
Improved sports facilities including a brand-new swimming pool, 2G and
3G synthetic pitches and increased games hall space will increase access
for community groups and sports clubs.

Have your say...
Visit our virtual consultation space online and complete our feedback form or
email comments directly to Scottish Borders Council, responses are welcome
until Sunday 25th April.

Online: www.scotborders.gov.uk/galacampus

Email: galacampus@scotborders.gov.uk

Galashiels Community Campus
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The Need for a Replacement
In February 2016 Scottish Borders Council
commenced a School Estate Review looking
at all education facilities and the vision for the
future. This included a detailed condition survey
of the buildings in accordance with Scottish
Government guidance.

“facilities are inadequate”
“we need to travel to
other locations for
rugby and hockey”

In November 2018, Councillors agreed to prioritise
the replacement of Galashiels Academy, given
the identified issues with the poor condition
and suitability of the building and projected
maintenance costs across the short and medium
term.

“accessibility issues”

In March 2018, two days of consultation were
carried out at Galashiels Academy seeking views
and opinions regarding a replacement school
or campus. The event was well attended across
the community, with very engaged pupils who
put a great deal of effort into capturing the views
of their fellow pupils about the current learning
opportunities and experiences, as well as what
they would like to see in the future. The pupils
were very keen to have a new school, with
facilities that were as good as other schools in
the Borders; a school that they can be proud of.

“there’s a lack of
community access”

“a separate building
for some lessons”

“Think of how we could flourish with better facilities”
“Flexible learning space”

“Place for meetings and
study areas”

“More links with the community
and community use”

“Social space and quiet rooms”
“State of the art sports facilities”

“Flexible learning space”
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